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WELCOME
The fifth edition of Industry Focus looks at the positive changes and innovation happening in our 
sector, both in the UK and abroad. It’s an exciting time in the Scottish screen industry, and we 
hope to provide all of our delegates the space and opportunity to make valuable connections that 
will help grow and nurture careers, and build your professional relationships. 

Due to the popularity of our previous editions we have expanded to five days jam-packed with 
panels, workshops, talks, and networking opportunities. 

Join us as emerging filmmakers and established professionals 
alike, discuss issues such as ethics in documentary filmmaking, 
mental health in the screen industry, how to make a production 
sustainable, the nuances of depicting sex on screen, and a debate 
on whether superhero films are ‘real’ cinema!

We also have a plethora of events focusing on distribution, which 
address new models, the constantly shifting nature of this area of 
the sector, and the speed at which viewing habits change amongst 
audiences. Watch live as filmmakers pitch to distributors with
FOCUS; join the CEO of Usheru for a tech marketing masterclass; 
and hear the female perspective on distribution with Birds Eye 
View. 

This year we are particularly impressed by the massive wealth of 
female film talent from across industry joining us. We at Glasgow 
Film Festival (GFF), like so many others, are focusing on what we 
can do to play our part to encourage new voices. Our new Talent 
Mentorship Scheme is an opportunity to support people from 
backgrounds underrepresented within the industry, and during 
the festival there will be an open day for people looking to find out 
more.

Thank you to all of our partners, guests, hosts and especially to 
our festival volunteers. Thank you also to CVP our Industry Focus 
Sponsor. We hope you enjoy your time with us at Industry Focus, 
making new connections, learning    new skills, and maybe even 
watching some films along the way.

Emma van der Putten
Industry Coordinator



FESTIVAL HUB 
DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel

The new home for all our industry delegates and events, Festival Hub is a dedicated 
space to network with fellow delegates – plus has complimentary tea, coffee and 
free WIFI. No disposable cups are provided at Festival Hub, please bring your own 
refillable bottles and carry cups to use at our tea and coffee station. 

HAPPY HOUR DRINKS
Join filmmakers, press and your fellow delegates at Festival Hub Industry Happy 
Hour! 

Monday 2 March: 18.30 – 20.30 Sponsored by Creative Europe
Tuesday 3 March: 18.30 – 20.30  Sponsored by FOCUS
Wednesday 4 March: 18.30 – 20.30  Sponsored by Young Films
Thursday 5 March: 18.00 – 20.00  Sponsored by Film Hub Scotland 
Friday 6 March: 18.00 – 20.00  Sponsored by BECTU

All receptions are co-sponsored by Screen Scotland 



PRESS & INDUSTRY 
DELEGATE CENTRE
Festival Hub

Opening Times: 
Thursday 27 February:                                                 12.00 – 17.00
Friday 28 February – Saturday 7 March:           10.00 – 17.00
Sunday 8 March:                                                              Closed  

WELCOME DESK 
Please pick your pass up from the registration desk. 
If this is your first time in Glasgow – welcome! Our welcome desk will be happy to help with 
any recommendations. 

PRESS DESK 
Glasgow Film Festival is attended by journalists from across the UK and beyond, from 
international photo journalists to movie magazine editors, leading critics, news reporters, 
podcasters and student bloggers. 
If you’re interested in hearing about accredited press attending this year’s festival or finding 
out more about how to get accredited for Glasgow Film Festival 2021, do come and say hello to 
the friendly Press Team at our desk in the Press & Industry Delegate Centre at Festival Hub.

RECYCLE YOUR PASS
Recycle your delegate pass at the Hub at the end of your stay. Not only will you be 
helping to reduce waste, you will automatically  be entered in to a competition for the 
chance to win a free Industry Focus pass for 2021!



INDUSTRY BOX OFFICE
Festival Hub

RUSH QUEUE – HOW IT WORKS
Tickets will be released 30 minutes before the start of each film and are only available from 
the Festival Hub. 

Tickets will close 10 minutes before the advertised start time of the film.

Please note – rush queue tickets are not available at the other festival venues, they are 
distributed only from the Press & Industry Delegate Centre at Festival Hub. 

Rush queue tickets are subject to availablity and do not include FrightFest films or 
non-standard priced events. 

GFF is a public festival and many films will sell out: therefore if there is something you really 
want to see we advise you book in advance.

Rush queue tickets are not open to press delegates: please refer to your individual ticket 
allocation forms or visit the Press Desk. 

INDUSTRY PRE-REGISTRATION EVENTS 
Most events in the programme are first come, first served – just show your badge at 
the door. Some require pre-registration, either via a link or an email request. Visit 
the industry homepage at www.glasgowfilm.org/industry for details. 

As an Industry Delegate, you receive £1.50 off all standard priced screenings. Delegates can 
purchase all festival tickets at the Industry Box Office. Please note we accept card payments 
only at this Box Office. Your pass will also get you rush queue access at GFF. 



BOX OFFICE OPENING HOURS:
Please note these vary across the festival. 

Thursday 27 February: 12.00 – 20.00

Friday 28 February to Thursday 5 March: 10.00 – 20.00 
Tickets for screenings after 20.00 can be collected throughout the day on their respective 
screening date, first-come first-served.  

Friday 6 and Saturday 7 March: 10.00 – 17.00
Tickets for screenings after 17.00 can be collected throughout the day on their respective 
screening date, first-come first-served.  

For all films on Sunday 8 March, tickets can be collected all day on Saturday 7 March on a 
first come, first served basis. 



Glasgow Film Festival programme is bursting with new talent:
 
•             Over 380 film screenings
•             102 UK Premieres
•             38 Scottish Premieres
•             10 European Premieres
•             9 World Premieres
 
We have a great selection of over 85 films in the programme currently seeking UK 
distribution. 
 
If you would like to receive a list of these films please contact us at industry@glasgowfilm.org.
 
If there are any films in particular that you are interested in acquiring, let us know and we will 
do our best to arrange tickets for you to their public screenings.

ARE YOU A SALES AGENT 
OR A DISTRIBUTOR?



CONTACT US
 

INDUSTRY TEAM 
glasgowfilm.org/industry 
e: industry@glasgowfilm.org

PRESS TEAM
ruth.marsh@glasgowfilm.org
emma.walker@glasgowfilm.org

FESTIVAL VENUES
The Blue Arrow Club
323 Sauchiehall Street, Glasgow G2 3HW
thebluearrow.co.uk

Centre for Contemporary Art (CCA) 
350 Sauchiehall Street, Glasgow G2 3JD 
cca-glasgow.com 

Cineworld Renfrew Street
7 Renfrew Street, Glasgow G2 3AB 
cineworld.com

DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel 
(Glasgow Central)
36 Cambridge Street, Glasgow G2 3HN 
Hilton.com/doubletree

Glasgow Film Theatre (GFT)
12 Rose Street, Glasgow, G3 6RB
glasgowfilm.org

Royal Conservatoire of Scotland (RCS)             
100 Renfrew Street, Glasgow G2 3DB
rcs.ac.uk

Accessibility guide for venues can be found on the website under our ‘Visiting’ page.



BEHIND THE SCENES

RETROSPECTIVE

FREE EVENTS
Glasgow Film Festival’s Behind the Scenes events pull back the curtain and reveal the secrets of the 
filmmaking world to the public. Events are open to the public for free.

Susan Wood - A Life In Pictures 
Festival Hub, 18.30, Friday 28 February

SFX With Chris Corbould OBE 
Festival Hub, 18.30, Saturday 29 February

Sound Design and Demystifying Soundtracks with Ania Przygoda - sponsored by NFTS 
CCA, 18.30, Tuesday 3 March

To Stream Or Not To Stream: How We Watch Cinema Now - sponsored by The Skinny 
CCA, 18.30, Wednesday 4 March

Adapting for the Screen with Andrea Gibb  - sponsored by NFTS
CCA, 18.30, Thursday 5 March

The 2020 Retrospective invites audiences to free morning screenings of modern masterpieces and 
cult classics, with a collection of dystopian films that offer bold visions of the way ahead for humanity. 
Are We There Yet? celebrates startlingly prescient films that gaze into a crystal ball and glimpse a 
time where artificial intelligence has begun to develop a mind of its own, where climate change and 
scarce resources threaten the survival of our species, intelligent apes might rule over humans, and 
real strawberry jam has become a heartrending reminder of all that has been lost. Each film starts at 
10.30am at Glasgow Film Theatre and is open to everyone. Tickets available first come, first served. 

The Day The Earth Caught Fire - Thurs 27 Feb 
Planet of the Apes - Fri 28 Feb
Soylent Green - Sat 29 Feb
Westworld - Sun 1 March
Logan’s Run - Mon 2 March

Stalker - Tues 3 March 
Brazil - Wed 4 March
Children of Men - Thurs 5 March
District 9 - Fri 6 March
Strange Days - Sun 8 March



FRIDAY  28  FEBRUARY
The Glasgow Film Festival Talent Mentorship Scheme is for filmmakers from LGBTQ+, BAME, and 
economically disadvantaged backgrounds, and those living with disabilities. Interested in applying? 
Come along to this open session to hear more and meet some of our mentors, including 
writer/director Campbell X, producer Joy Gharoro-Akpojotor, and documentary filmmaker Naziha 
Arebi. Our team will be on hand to help and offer advice on submitting your application.

The Glasgow Film Festival Talent Mentorship Scheme is supported by Glasgow Film Festival, Peo-
ple’s Postcode Trust and Idlewild Trust

MENTORSHIP SCHEME: OPEN INFORMATION EVENT
Robert Burns Suite, 14.00 - 16.00



MONDAY 2 MARCH
MARKETING & DISTRIBUTION 101 WITH NFTS
Robert Burns Suite, 10.00 – 11.15

ICELANDIC SOUND DESIGN 
Robert Burns Suite, 11.45 - 12.45

THE FEMALE PERSPECTIVE OF DISTRIBUTION :
A ‘RECLAIM THE FRAME’ SPECIAL
Robert Burns Suite, 13.30 - 14.45

Debbie Rowland has over 28 years experience in film, working for leading distributors such as  Twentieth 
Century Fox and Disney.  She has her own business, and runs the National Film and Television School’s MA 
in Marketing, Distribution, Sales and Exhibition. 
Join Debbie as she shares the critical do’s and don’ts of preparing a film for distribution, and tips on giving 
a film its best chance of success. A must-attend session for any filmmaker or anyone looking to work in 
the business side of the industry.

Join Björn Viktorsson (A White, White Day, The County, Last Autumn) as he discusses his career as 
one of the top sound designers and editors in Iceland, exploring the art of sound design and his most 
recent films as part of our Country of Focus Strand. Hosted by film journalist Wendy Mitchell. 

A wealth of UK distribution and film marketing experts from Birds’ Eye View’s Screen Skills-backed 
Future Leaders in Distribution programme (from companies such as Dogwoof, eOne, Together Films, 
BFI and Curzon) discuss the theatrical releasing space in the UK from a female perspective. This event 
is hosted by Mia Bays, the Oscar-winning producer and distribution strategist who set up Reclaim the 
Frame in 2018, an expanding BFI-backed mission bringing ever-greater audiences to films by women. This 
session will look at how distribution works from the inside, at every stage of a release, and how important 
intersectional perspectives are in creating effective campaigns, for both documentary and fiction.



OUR LADIES: CASE STUDY 
Robert Burns Suite, 15.30 – 16.30

AN ARTHOUSE CINEMA BOOM:  THE ROLE OF FILM FESTIVALS AND 
DISTRIBUTORS, Robert Burns Suite, 17.00 - 18.30

UNBURY YOUR GAYS: QUEER ZOMBIES IN FILM 
Fyfe Lecture Theatre at RCS, 18.00 - 19.00

Dont miss the chance to hear from  Michael Caton-Jones, and producers Laura Viederman and Sigma’s 
Brian Coffey as they share insight on the 20 year-long process behind the making of Our Ladies, fresh off the 
back of their sold out Scottish Premiere here at Glasgow Film Festival.

The recent future-facing Nostradamus Report heralded a new creative renaissance in arthouse films. 
However, smaller-budget films still fight to cut through the noise of the studio blockbusters. Wendy 
Mitchell hosts a panel with key voices in the film industry that will discuss how they see the continuing 
struggle for the marketplace between blockbusters and smaller, challenging arthouse films. Panellists 
include Bacurau producer Emilie Lesclaux (CinemaScopio), Ewa Bojanowska (New Europe Film Sales), 
and Jason Wood (Anti-Worlds, Creative Director at HOME). In Partnership with Creative Europe Desk

In this Exchange Talk, Dr Darren Elliot-Smith (Senior Lecturer in Film and Gender, University of Stirling) will 
explore recent incarnations of the queer undead (alongside other monsters), and how they represent 
sub-cultural anxieties within the gay male community that have risen as a result of cultural acceptance and 
normative assimilation. This Exchange Talk will look at Bruce LaBruce’s foray into queer zombie 
art-pornography (Otto; or Up With Dead People (2008) and LA Zombie (2010)) which references a 
fashionable trend in ‘zombie drag’ within popular culture.
Places are limited so please book in advance at www.rcs.ac.uk



TUESDAY 3 MARCH
MEET THE FESTIVALS
Robert Burns Suite, 10.30 - 11.45

Join a selection of film festival programmers, as they share their curatorial process, provide tips on 
submitting to their festival, and what to expect from the festival experience. Hosted by Iain Canning, 
Programme Manager at Glasgow Film Festival.
Panellists include: Will Fitzgerald (Galway Film Fleadh), Lydia Beilby (Edinburgh International Film 
Festival), Melanie Iredale (Sheffield Doc/Fest), Emma Smart (BFI Flare), and Ingibjörg Halldórsdóttir 
(Iceland Documentary Film Festival).

Contribute to the development of a screen sector data hub for Scotland, find out more about where 
the idea came from, and how Screen Scotland is working with experts at the University of Edinburgh 
to research and scope what it could look like.
You are invited to share your thoughts, data needs and ideas, which will help shape and inform Screen 
Scotland’s understanding of the priorities and functions for a screen sector data hub. Your partici-
pation is key in establishing what is achievable and what would be most useful for the Scottish screen 
sector. This event is followed by a networking lunch.
Please register in advance for this event at: rsvp.theworldsbest.events/nxxzp 

SCREEN SECTOR DATA HUB: CONSULTATION WORKSHOP
Lomond Suite, 11.30 - 13.30

CREATIVE EUROPE CO-PRODUCTION CASE STUDIES: FANTASTIC FILMS
Robert Burns Suite, 12.30 – 13.45

Join the Oscar-winning production company Fantastic Films as they talk about their recent collaborations with 
Sweden, Belgium, and the USA. Using case studies of Sea Fever and Vivarium (both Creative Europe 
MEDIA-funded films screening at GFF) they will discuss the financial and creative possibilities of 
co-production. Brendan McCarthy and John McDonnell have both gone through European training initiatives 
like ACE Producers, Producers on the Move or EAVE, and are a great example of how to maximise the 
opportunities and resources in Europe, producing for a wider international market. How can independent 
producers take advantage of the insatiable global demand for content? How has co-production enabled
Fantastic Films to make more ambitious works?  
Moderator: Wendy Mitchell. Panel: Brendan McCarthy and John McDonnell, co-founders of Fantastic Films
Part of #MEDIACaseStudies, a series of events organised by Creative Europe Desk UK - MEDIA in Scotland, in 
collaboration with FOCUS.



GREEN SCREENS: SUSTAINABILITY IN THE SCREEN INDUSTRIES
Robert Burns Suite, 14.30 - 16.00

FOCUS ON: DISTRIBUTION LIVE PITCHES
Robert Burns Suite, 16.30 - 18.30

Hosted by Inge Sørensen from the University of Glasgow, this session will bring together sustainability 
experts, Screen Scotland, and those working in the industry to discuss best practice in the UK and the 
current state of sustainable filmmaking in Scotland. Our panel seek to identify possible 
innovations, interventions and actions at all stages of the production process, to explore what the 
future of sustainable production in the UK holds.

Panellists include: Katy Murdoch (Sustainability Sense and Scottish Rep for Albert), Scott Donaldson 
(Screen Scotland), Ben Twist (Creative Carbon Scotland) and Izzie Eriksen (Zero Waste Scotland).

Supported by the University of Glasgow 

Come and join the audience while six Scottish filmmakers pitch their films to a selection of distribtion experts, 
who will explore the avenues available to them after their film’s festival run, providing advice on how to 
effectively distribute and market their film. 

Chaired by Rebecca Thompson (Film City Futures), the panellists include: Droo Padhair (Dogwoof), Jezz Vernon 
(Port Royal), Nicola Browning (Studio Canal), and Violette Martin (BFI). 

In partnership with FOCUS
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FRIDAY 28 FEBRUARY SAT & SUN MONDAY 2 MARCH TUESDAY 3 MARCH

MENTORSHIP SCHEME OPEN 
INFORMATION EVENT   
14.00 - 16.00

FOCUS ON: DISTRIBUTION 
LIVE PITCHES 
16.30 - 18.30

GREEN SCREENS: 
SUSTAINABILITY IN THE 
SCREEN INDUSTRY  
14.30 - 16.00

MARKETING & 
DISTRIBUTION 101 WITH 
NFTS 10. 00 - 11.15

MEET THE 
FESTIVALS, 
10.30 - 11.45

SCREEN 
SECTOR 
‘DATA HUB’ 
11.30 - 13.30CASE STUDIES: 

FANTASTIC 
FILMS
12.30  – 13.45

ICELANDIC SOUND DESIGN  
11.45 - 12.45

UNBURY 
YOUR GAYS 
18.00 - 19.00

THE FEMALE PERSPECTIVE 
OF DISTRIBUTION
13.30 - 14.45

OUR LADIES: CASE STUDY
15.30 - 16.30

ART HOUSE 
CINEMA 
BOOM
17.00 - 18.30

ROBERT BURNS SUITE LOMOND SUITE FYFE LECTURE THEATRE FESTIVAL HUB



WEDNESDAY 4 MARCH THURSDAY 5 MARCH FRIDAY 6 MARCH SATURDAY 7 MARCH

ETHICS IN DOCUMENTARY 
FILMMAKING
10.00 - 11.15

WORKING IN 
SCOTLAND’S 
SCREEN 
INDUSTRY
10.00 - 11.30

GLASGOW ON 
SCREEN 
10.30 - 11.30

NO WRONG PATH 
WITH GMAC
12.00 - 13.15

SPOTLIGHT: HAIFAA 
AL-MANSOUR
14.00 - 15.15

SPOTLIGHT: MARJANE STRAPI
17.00 - 17.45

BECTU 
CAREERS 
FAIR
14.00 - 16.30

NET-
WORKING 
LUNCH 
13.00 - 14.30 BEST 

GIRL
GRIP
1 3.30- 
14.30

PITCH TRAINING 
WITH  GSFF
13:00 - 14:00

NEW 
APPROACHES 
IN SCRIPT 
DEVELOPMENT 
10.00 - 11.30

HACK YOUR 
AUDIENCE
10.30 - 12.30

SCOTTISH 
WOMEN IN 
ANIMATION
12.00 - 13.15

MENTAL HEALTH & THE 
SCREEN SECTOR
11.45 - 13.00

HOT TOPIC DEBATES:
ARE BLOCKBUSTERS REAL CINEMA? 
 16.45 - 17.45

SOME LIKE IT HOT : 
SEX ON SCREEN
 15.00 - 16.15

SCREEN 
SCOTLAND 
PUBLISHING 
EVENT
13.30 - 18.00

CLEARING MUSIC 
FOR FILM
14:30 - 15:45

FILM   DISTRIBUTORS
PODCAST

16.30 - 17.30

FIRST FEATURE WITH ROSE GLASS
14.00 – 15.00

NETWORKING 
BREAKFAST  9.00 - 10.00

FESTIVAL HUB



WEDNESDAY 4 MARCH
ETHICS IN DOCUMENTARY FILMMAKING
Robert Burns Suite, 10.00 - 11.15

MENTAL HEALTH & THE SCREEN SECTOR
Robert Burns Suite, 11.45 - 13.00

SCREEN SCOTLAND PUBLISHING EVENT
Robert Burns Suite, 13.30 - 18.00

Join our panel as they explore the various ways in which ethics can be compromised through the
documentary filmmaking process, and how best to ethically document real people and events. 
Panelists include award-winning documentary filmmaker Jeanie Finlay (Seahorse and Orion: The Man 
Who Would Be King), documentary producer and founder of Film in Mind, Rebecca Day, Noé Mendelle 
from SDI, and Deputy Director of Sheffield Doc/Fest, Melanie Iredale.

Recently published report The Looking Glass, by the Film and TV Charity, reveals an astonishing nine out of 10 
film and TV workers have experienced a mental health problem. Our panel will discuss the key issues they feel 
are responsible for such a staggering statistic, and explore the various resources and opportunities that are
 available for those who are struggling. Hosted by Rebecca Day, Founder of Film in Mind. Panellists include 
filmmakers Jeanie Finlay (Seahorse) and Shelly Love (A Bump Along the Way), and Amy Shaw from BECTU.

Screen Scotland and Creative Scotland present an opportunity to bring together professionals 
working in film & TV and literature. Recent successful adaptations of works from Scottish publishers 
and by Scottish production companies demonstrate a wealth of possibilities for a screen sector in 
search of stories and content - the ideal time to develop greater connections and learning between 
both sectors.
•  Case study presentation of Elizabeth is Missing from STV Productions and the film’s screenwriter 
Andrea Gibb.
•  Panel discussion with Jenny Brown (literary agent, Jenny Brown Associates), James Crawford 
(publisher, writer, presenter) and Claire Armspach (Head of Drama Development, STV Productions). 
•  1-to-1 meetings, focused roundtables and networking with refreshments.



PITCH TRAINING WITH GLASGOW SHORT FILM FESTIVAL (GSFF)
Fyfe Lecture Theatre at RCS, 13.00 - 14.00

FILM DISRUPTORS PODCAST
Fyfe Lecture Theatre at RCS, 16.30 - 17.30

CLEARING MUSIC FOR FILM
Fyfe Lecture Theatre at RCS, 14.30 - 15.45

In preparation for the Production Attic Short Film Pitch at GSFF, Noé Mendelle will lead a workshop on how 
to deliver the best pitch possible for your film project. Learn how to distil your idea into its clearest form 
and present it in a way that makes your audience want to see more. If you’re feeling brave, you will have 
the chance to deliver your own pitch. Noé Mendelle is director of the Scottish Documentary Institute and 
founder of the Edinburgh Pitch, the only international documentary pitching forum in Scotland.

In this special live edition of the Film Disruptors Podcast, Alex Stolz will be talking with Naysun 
Alae-Carew, Managing Director of Blazing Griffin, the BAFTA-winning Glasgow-based digital 
entertainment company. Alex will be asking Naysun about Blazing Griffin’s innovative strategy of telling 
stories across a wide range of platforms - including video games and feature films such as Anna and 
the Apocalypse -  and how this diversified approach brings about new creative and commercial 
opportunities. Film Disruptors shares insights and strategies from the gamechangers who are 
transforming the future of filmmaking. 

 

Rightsbridge in association with the Ivors Academy and Music Publishers Association present a 
guide to lawfully using music in film, television and the moving image. Our expert panel will offer their 
insight and experience into three different methods of licensing music: music commissioning, library 
music and licensed commercial music.

Hosted by Jamie Gilmour of Rightsbridge, panellists include Nainita Desai, a BAFTA Breakthrough Brit 
who has written scores for numerous BAFTA, Emmy, and Oscar award-winning television series and 
films through her company SOUNDOLOGY; Duncan McCrone, the Founder and Director of Scottish- 
based music production library Jammy Music; and Jamie Lawson, the Music Publishing and 
Synchronisation Coordinator for the Music Publishing Association. 



THURSDAY 5 MARCH
NEW APPROACHES IN SCRIPT DEVELOPMENT
Robert Burns Suite, 10.00 - 11.30

HACK YOUR AUDIENCE: TECH MARKETING FOR PRODUCERS
Robert Burns Suite, 10.30 - 12.30 

In this Masterclass, Antoine Le Bos (Artistic Director of Le Groupe Ouest, European Film Lab) will 
delve into the script development process, looking at areas such as the difference between 
conception and writing phases, and methodological tools to boost the creative process. Antoine will 
also cover how the writer’s brain itself functions during the development phase, and how the 
introduction of healthy constraints can accelerate the script development process.

With its 14 years of experience and its applied research think tank, Le Groupe Ouest has become the 
number one place in Europe in the field of script development workshops, with over 900 
screenwriters from 70 countries coached in Residency. Le Groupe Ouest team has generated a new 
perspective on script development, helping writers and filmmakers to gain time, intensity and 
meaning through their development process.

This Masterclass is part of the European programme LIM - Less is More (www.lim-lessismore.eu)

Join us in this workshop for producers with usheru CEO Oliver Fegan and Founder of Future of Film 
Alex Stolz.

The marketplace for independent film is increasingly competitive, complex and high risk. In order to 
build a robust and successful production business today, it is no longer enough to ‘just’ make great 
stories - you also need to think like a distributor, a financier and a startup. 

Sharing insights from the award-winning film/technology company usheru, as well as Alex and 
Oliver’s expertise in distribution, funding and startups, this interactive workshop will show you how to 
transform your production business, build a more direct relationship with your audience - and show 
why this is so important.



SCOTTISH WOMEN IN ANIMATION 
Robert Burns Suite, 12.00 - 13.15

FIRST FEATURE WITH ROSE GLASS 
Robert Burns Suite, 14.00 – 15.00

HOT TOPIC DEBATES:  ARE BLOCKBUSTERS REAL CINEMA?
Robert Burns Suite, 16.45- 17.45

Animated Women UK proudly presents a collection of animated short films made by some of the most 
exciting, award-winning animation talent working in Scotland. We welcome Abigail Lamb, Cat Bruce, 
Josephine Lohoar Self and Victoria Watson to join us as we screen their work and talk to them about 
their careers to date. 

In partnership with Animated Women UK

Voted for by the Glasgow Film audience, join us for a lively ‘hot-topic’ debate which will pit arthouse 
aficionados against superhero fanatics, as our panel debate: Are blockbusters REAL cinema? Brought 
to the fore by the likes of Scorsese, join our panellists as they argue the artistic merits of big budget 
superhero blockbusters. Hosted by Olivier Kaempfer of Film London, our debaters include journalist 
Sophie Monks Kaufman, film critic Hanna Flint, and Editor of Total Film Jamie Graham.

Filmmaker Rose Glass is in Glasgow celebrating the Scottish premiere of her first feature, Saint Maud – a chilling 
original vision of faith, madness and salvation. Since graduating  from NFTS in 2014, Rose has made shorts for 
Film 4 / Channel 4 as well as various experimental shorts and music videos. During this session, hear about her 
journey so far, the experience of making the leap from shorts to features, and the development and production 
of her first feature film.



FRIDAY 6 MARCH   
NETWORKING BREAKFAST 
Festival Hub, 9.00 – 10.00

WORKING IN SCOTLAND’S SCREEN INDUSTRY 
Robert Burns Suite, 10.00 - 11.30

Sponsored by Skills Development Scotland, join us for a delicious warm breakfast to set you up for the 
day’s activities ahead. 

Skills Development Scotland will look at the gaps in education and training, and how institutions and 
teaching organisations can better prepare young people to enter the industry.
This event will outline the range of jobs in the sector, sharing insights and experiences from leading 
industry practitioners on what they’re looking for. Learn about recruitment processes and tips for 
applying for jobs. 
Hear from young people reflecting on their experiences of finding work in the industry, about 
Foundation Apprenticeships in Creative Digital Media, and how work-based learning in Scotland is 
bringing a wider, more diverse range of people into the industry. Discover what it’s like to work in 
Scotland’s screen industry: working hours, conditions, pay, contracting, freelancing and progression.  

In partnership with Skills Development Scotland

GLASGOW ON SCREEN: FROM HILLHEAD TO HOLLYWOOD
Lomond Suite, 10.30 – 11.30

Over the past few years Scotland has seen an increase in production both home-grown and from over-
seas. This session is aimed towards both newcomers and working professionals, and covers choosing 
your location, the balancing act of bringing a director’s vision to life against budget, and health and 
safety,  plus the challenges of filming in a working city like Glasgow. Featuring Supervising Location 
Manager Lloret Dunn (credits include World War Z, Patrick Melrose, T2 Trainspotting), Jennifer 
Reynolds of Glasgow Film Office, and Chris McCairns, Events and Film Traffic Officer at Glasgow City 
Council, will share their experience and insider knowledge on vital aspects of filming on location. They 
will be joined by Our Ladies producer, Brian Coffey from Sigma Films, to share his recent experience 
filming in Glasgow, and Felicity Nixon from Historic Environment Scotland.



Sponsored by the University of the West of Scotland, join Industry Delegates and invited participants 
at our Festival Hub for a free light lunch.

NO WRONG PATH WITH GMAC FILM
Robert Burns Suite, 12.00 - 13.15

BECTU CAREERS FAIR 
Robert Burns Suite, 14.00 - 16.30

NETWORKING LUNCH
Festival Hub, 13.00 – 14.30 

Do you need a degree to work in the screen industries, or is on-the-job experience the way to go? And 
will you end up in the job that you trained to do? 
GMAC Film presents a panel and discussion event looking at the career path that some of Scotland’s 
leading women in film & TV have taken since they started their journey at GMAC Film, and what they 
are doing today.
Hosted by Aimara Reques (Producer and Director, Aconite Productions), this panel includes Pauline 
Law (Head of Factual, IWC), Wilma Smith (Independent Filmmaker), Marie Olesen (Film Producer, MD 
Autonomi) and Lauren Lamarr (Producer, Blazing Griffin).

Whether you’ve got your eye on a specific department or you’re keen to learn more about the industry 
as a whole, the BECTU Careers Fair gives you the opportunity to speak to industry professionals from 
film & TV drama to learn more about their line of work. Stations will be set up for you to browse and 
chat freely at your own pace, and you are free to come and go as you please. You will have the 
opportunity to chat to representatives from all major film & TV drama production departments.
In partnership with BECTU Vision



FRIDAY 6 MARCH   
BEST GIRL GRIP: LIVE PODCAST RECORDING
Fyfe Lecture Theatre at RCS, 13.30 - 14.30

SOME LIKE IT HOT: SEX ON SCREEN
Fyfe Lecture Theatre at RCS, 15.00 - 16.15

Join us for a special edition of the Best Girl Grip podcast as host Nicole Davis talks with BFI’s Lizzie Francke 
about her career. Formerly a Development Producer for the UK Film Council’s Development Fund Lizzie oversaw 
the First Feature programme, out of which was developed such projects as The Arbor and Gone Too Far. 
Projects that she has exec-produced while she has been at the BFI include The Selfish Giant, The Souvenir, Cold 
War, plus Run and Rialto, both of which are showing at GFF. She and Nicole will discuss her entry into the film 
industry as a critic, her move into production, and how she supports rising British talent in their filmmaking 
careers.

Hosted by journalist Christina Newland, this session will explore how explicit depictions of desire on screen 
have changed in recent years, whether sex scenes are even necessary in the storytelling process,  and the 
impact  of on-set Intimacy Coordinators. Panellists include Little White Lies journalist Sophie Monks Kaufman, 
Intimacy Coordinator Yarit Dor, and Founder of the ‘Clit Test’  Frances Rayner. Attendees at this event will 
receive a discount code to pre-order a copy of Christina’s book She Found It at the Movies, published on 31 
March. 



SPOTLIGHTS

SPOTLIGHT: HAIFAA AL-MANSOUR
Robert Burns Suite, Sat 7 March, 14.00 - 15.15

Join the acclaimed first female Saudi Arabian director of films such as Wadja, Mary Shelley, and her 
latest film The Perfect Candidate (receiving its Scottish premiere at Glasgow Film Festival ) as she 
discusses her career behind the camera. 

The Perfect Candidate screens at GFF on: Saturday 7 March, 18.00 at and Sunday 8 March, 13.15.

SPOTLIGHT: MARJANE SATRAPI
Fyfe Lecture Theatre at RCS, Fri 6 March, 17.00 - 17.45

Iranian artist and writer Marjane Satrapi work has rightly been called ground-breaking, pushing the 
boundaries between graphic novel and memoir. In addition to her vast catalogue of written work, she 
co-wrote and co-Directed Persepolis and Chicken With Plums, with the former going on to be Golden 
Globe, BAFTA and Oscar nominated following its debut at Cannes, where it won the festival’s jury prize. 
She joins us in Glasgow to celebrate the UK premiere of her recent work Radioactive, to discuss her 
career so far and the making of her latest feature.  

Radioactive screens at GFF on: Friday 6 March at 18.00 and Saturday 7 March at 13.30.

Our Spotlight events are proudly sponsored by NFTS Scotland. 



1-2-1 SURGERIES
Sign up for a 15-minute meeting with a selection of our industry professionals. Whether you want to 
discuss a specific project, or are just looking to get general advice, we recommend you prepare your 
questions in advance.
To arrange a one-to-one slot with any of the following, please email the Industry Team with the 
expert’s name in the subject line, including a CV/biography, and a short explanation on why you 
want to meet them. All meeting slots take place between 10.30 and 12.30.

Monday 2 March – Dionne Farrell (Development Executive, BBC)
Dionne Farrell is a Development Executive at BBC Films, where she has worked across a number of films, such 
as Blue Story. Prior to joining the BBC Films team, she was Development Editor at Unigram. 

Tuesday 3 March – Jezz Vernon (Managing Director, Port Royal)
Jezz Vernon is a London-based distribution, sales and production executive with Port Royal.

Wednesday 4 March – Keith Potter (Talent Development Executive, SFTN)
Keith is the Talent Development Executive at SFTN and responsible for the first feature slate. Prior to this 
he worked as an Executive Producer at Catalyst Global Media in London, where he worked across film and 
television projects for their production division.

Thursday 5 March – Claire Murray (Company Director, Brennan Artists)
Claire formed Brennan Artists Associates in 2015, and is passionate about supporting, nurturing and 
promoting Scotland-based artists in all forms of work throughout the UK and beyond.

Friday 6 March – Ian Sharp (Founder, Sharp House)
Ian Sharp co-founded the film and TV production/finance company Sharp House with his wife Rebecca in 
2016. Sharp House are developing a range of high-end international feature films and TV series.

NB: Slots are not guaranteed and are booked on a first come, first served basis. You will be 
notified by email if you have a confirmed booking.



OFFERS JUST FOR YOU
THE BUTTERFLY AND THE PIG
153 Bath Street, Glasgow, G2 4SQ Tel: 0141 221 7711

Quote GFF20 during Glasgow Film Festival (26 February - 8 March 2020) and receive 10% off 
your food bill. 

TUK TUK INDIAN STREET FOOD
426 Sauchiehall Street, Glasgow G2 3JD Tel: 0141 332 2126

During Glasgow Film Festival (26 February - 8 March 2020) receive 20% off your meal (except 
Fridays & Saturdays).

RABBIE’S TOURS
Rabbie’s small group tours are a stress-free way to discover the show-stopping sights of 
Scotland.
 
Discover the hide-out of James Bond in Glen Etive and Glencoe; admire the Hogwarts 
Express’ beautiful train route at the Glenfinnan Viaduct; and delve deep into the saucy and 
sentimental settings of Outlander.
 
Each trip comes with a driver-guide who knows the stories, sights, and secrets of the area 
you’re visiting; every itinerary is carefully crafted by travel-loving locals; and you get the 
chance to support the communities you visit.
 
Their friendly day tours and multi-day tours depart from Glasgow and major cities 
throughout UK and Europe.
 
So, what you waiting for? Get planning, get packing, and find out more at www.rabbies.com
 
Get 10% off with GFF Promo Code: GFF1531 *Valid from 26/02/2020 – 22/03/2020 on all tours 
departing from Glasgow.



NOTES
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THANK YOU TO OUR FUNDERS & SPONSORS

MAJOR FUNDERS:

INDUSTRY FOCUS IS SPONSORED BY:

INDUSTRY FOCUS SPONSORS

CREATIVE PARTNERS

Glasgow Film Theatre (GFT) is registered in Scotland No. SC097369 with its registered office at 12 Rose Street, Glasgow G3 6RB. GFT is a company limited by guarantee and 
is registered as a charity (No. SC005932) with the Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator.



W H E R E  C R E A T I V I T Y  M E E T S  T E C H N O L O G Y

cvp.com

UK and europe’s largest professional video, broadcast and 
cinema solution provider.


