


For our 13th edition we have worked with 16 talented 
young people to produce this year’s festival, which is full 
of exciting new releases, familiar favourites and a few 
surprises along the way. 

As well as the programme of screenings, this year  
we are delighted to be working with BFI Film Academy 
and Gannochy Trust to launch Behind the Scenes, a new 
programme of industry events for those aged 15-25. 

Finally we are delighted to this year offer all tickets to the 
festival at our 15-25 Card price of £6 for every screening, 
along with making all our Behind the Scenes events 
completely free to attend!

We hope you enjoy the festival, and don’t forget to fill out 
your application for next year via our website. 

Allison Gardner 
Glasgow Film CEO
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With thanks to our funders and partners:

Sweetheart  
Friday 17 September (17.45)

This year our GYFFers have done 
an outstanding job of co-curating a 
wonderful programme of screenings, 
Q&As and industry events. Here Julia 
from our Youth Board passes on her 
words of wisdom to this years GYFFers.
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Advice from Youth Board  
to Young Programmers,
by Julia, GFT Youth Board, 19
 
I have been with the GFT for quite a few years 
now and have programmed three GYFFs so I’m 
in a good position to pass the GYFF torch to 
this year’s Young Programmers. GYFF is such 
an exciting and valuable opportunity, so make 
sure to take it all in and take advantage of this 
experience! I think the most important piece 
of advice I can give you is to just have fun and 
be yourself. Your thoughts and opinions are so 
important to making this year’s festival special 
and different from all the other ones. It can be 
quite nerve-racking, but in the end, it is so much 
fun and such a worthwhile experience that you’ll 
never forget. Don’t forget to have fun too! 
 
Good luck and enjoy!!!
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WHAT’S ON
OPENING GALA

SWEETHEART 
Preview Screening  
N/C15+ 
Friday 17 September (17.45)

Whilst on a forced family holiday in Dorset, 17-year-old 
AJ – April to her mum – falls for lifeguard Isla. A coming-
of-age LGBTQ+ story with heart from first-time feature 
filmmaker Marley Morrison, and winner of the Audience 
Award at Glasgow Film Festival 2021. (Molly, 19)

With thanks to Peccadillo Pictures. 

Director Marley Morrison  
Cast Nell Barlow, Jo Hartley, Ella-Rae Smith
UK 2020, 1h34m, N/C 15+

CULT CLASSIC

DEATH BECOMES HER  
PG
Friday 17 September (20.30)

Two frenemies discover a potion for eternal youth and use 
it as an opportunity to fuel their bitter feud in this classic 
1990s horror-comedy, starring powerhouses Meryl Streep 
and Goldie Hawn. This pitch-black, over-the-top comedy 
from the director of Back to the Future was miles ahead 
of its time, packed full of gruesome special effects and 
hilarious one-liners that captured the imagination of a 
generation of drag queens and cosplayers.

With thanks to Park Circus. 

Director Robert Zemeckis  
Cast Meryl Streep, Goldie Hawn,  
Bruce Willis
USA 1992, 1h44m, PG
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WILLY WONKA AND THE 
CHOCOLATE FACTORY  
U
Saturday 18 September (11.30)

Welcome to the world of Willy Wonka and 
the Chocolate Factory, where there are 
ever-lasting gobstoppers, dinner flavoured 
chewing gum and rivers of chocolate. 
Bring the family along to enjoy the 50th 
anniversary of this classic feast of a film.

With thanks to Park Circus.

Director Mel Stuart  
Cast Gene Wilder,  
Jack Albertson, Peter Ostrum 
USA 1971, 1h40m, U

YOUTH V GOV  
with recorded Q&A  
N/C 8+
Saturday 18 September (15.00)

Youth v Gov is an eye-opening 
documentary directed by scientist 
and filmmaker, Christi Cooper, 
that focuses on the world’s current 
climate crisis. Refreshingly told 
through the personal experiences 
of some of America’s youth as they 
attempt to sue the American Federal 
Government for contributing towards 
the climate emergency. (Beth, 17)

Special thanks to Barrelmaker 
Productions and Vulcan Productions

Director Christi Cooper  
USA 2020, 1h50m, N/C 8+ 

Image Credit: Robin Loznak
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GRANADA NIGHTS 
with in person Q&A with Director  
Abid Khan  
15
Saturday 18 September (18.00)

A British tourist finds himself alone in 
Spain after having his heart broken. As 
he finds his bearings, he realises that 
there is so much more waiting for him 
here. We travel with him as he makes 
friends, explores the culture of Granada, 
and learns to let go of his past. The first 
feature film from writer and director, Abid 
Khan. (Amy, 16)

With thanks to Eyefive Films. 

Director Abid Khan 
Cast Antonio Aakeel, Óscar Casas, Quintessa 
Swindell  
UK 2021, 1h25m, 15 

EVERYBODY’S TALKING 
ABOUT JAMIE  
with in person Q&A with special 
guests! 
12A 
Saturday 18 September (20.10)

Inspired by a true story, Everybody’s 
Talking About Jamie is the film adaptation 
of the award-winning musical. 16-year-
old Jamie lives with his mum in a council 
estate in Sheffield. He’s terrified about 
the future and longs to be a drag queen. 
Supported by his brilliant mum and 
surrounded by his friends, Jamie steps 
out of the darkness and into the spotlight. 
(Kiera, 18) 

With thanks to Amazon.

Director Jonathan Butterell 
Cast Max Harwood, Sarah Lancashire, Lauren 
Patel  
UK/USA, 1h55m, 12A: moderate sex references, 
discriminatory behaviour, strong language 



SUNDAY CLASSIC

DO THE RIGHT THING 
with special introduction from  
Liz Chege  
15
Sunday 19 September (16.00)

It’s the hottest day of the year on a street 
in Brooklyn and racial tensions are 
high enough to boil over into violence. 
Punctuated by the anthemic refrain of 
Public Enemy’s ‘Fight the Power’, Spike 
Lee’s masterpiece is a landmark in 
American cinema, as relevant now as 
when it first hit the big screen. 

With thanks to Park Circus.

Director Spike Lee  
Cast Danny Aiello, Ossie Davis, Ruby Dee
USA 1989, 2h, 15

CLOSING GALA

HEARTS BEAT LOUD  
+ Live Music Performance  
12A 
Sunday 19 September (19.30)

As his daughter Sam prepares to go off to 
college and his record store is on the brink 
of closing, Frank Fisher attempts to keep 
things together by releasing a single  
he and Sam had recorded together.  
A beautifully mellow indie film starring 
Nick Offerman and Kiersey Clemons.

With thanks to Park Circus.

Director Brett Haley 
Cast Nick Offerman, Kiersey Clemons,  
Blythe Danner
USA 2018, 1h37m, 12A - moderate drug references
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SWEETHEART
KIERA, 18

Sweetheart is a nostalgia trip filled with 
memories of caravan park holidays with 
your mum. 

Refreshingly, the story wasn’t centred 
around the main character coming out 
and accepting themselves but rather her 
having a crush on this girl. It normalises 
the idea that films don’t need to be about 
homophobia or coming out to have a gay 
main character and that she doesn’t need to 
conform to stereotypical depictions of being 
a lesbian, which was a breath of fresh air. 

Overall, I loved this film!
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GYFF REVIEWS
OUR YOUNG PROGRAMMERS REFLECT ON WHAT THEY LIKED ABOUT 

THE FILMS THEY SELECTED FOR GLASGOW YOUTH FILM FESTIVAL

YOUTH V GOV
AMY, 16

I really enjoyed this documentary as it 
showed the effects of climate change 
directly from the people whose lives 
have been changed by it – the younger 
generation. 

The documentary was informative and 
upsetting at times but the group of kids 
coming together to fight climate change 
made everything seem more hopeful, as 
through their passion and anger they were 
able to send a message.

GRANADA NIGHTS
JORDAN, 17

Ben, a young man from England travels to Granada to surprise his girlfriend only to find out 
that she has left him. 

He decides to stay in Granada in hopes of finding and fixing things with his girlfriend but 
instead finds new friends, a new lifestyle and amazing experiences. A good film for students 
as most characters are either studying or on a gap year, so lots to relate to! Especially since 
they are studying different things in different places and having to make these life changing 
decisions. The film also feels realistic and could be seen as something that could actually 
happen instead of a ridiculously far-fetched story.



It’s been so long now since the first 
lockdown started. In fact, almost 500 days 
have passed. But as life starts to get back 
to a somewhat normal version of reality, we 
look back on what we have all missed here at 
the cinema and look forward to all the future 
big screen experiences that are to come. 

Picture this: entering through the cinema 
doors, the first thing that hits you is that 
unforgettable freshly popped popcorn smell 
which you have been deprived of for so long. 
You walk through to a dimly lit room. A sense 
of comfort and excitement washes over as 
you sink into your chair just in time for the 
film to start. A film that entrances you and 
takes you away from your reality and into 
another for a short moment. 

Now that sure beats the sofa and nursing 
the same old comfort movies with the many 

sounds of suburban life surrounding you.  
Our trusty streaming services and various 
laptops and tablets have kept us satisfied for 
a while but the time to restart that magical 
movie experience again is now. 

We have waited long enough to see some of 
the most heavily anticipated films that were 
awaiting a big screen release, but the time is 
now. Glasgow Film Theatre are ready to help 
you with this with a whole selection of movies 
to be seen. Whatever your preferred genre 
or mood is, there is something for everyone 
every day, whether it’s an intense foreign film, 
a dramatic tale of family, or a cinema classic. 
Expand upon your film boundaries after all 
this time and come get involved in the various 
screenings and film festivals that showcase a 
range of different films.
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 ⊲ Guardians of the Galaxy

 ⊲ Call Me by Your Name

 ⊲ Singin’ in the Rain

 ⊲ The Perks of Being a Wallflower

 ⊲ Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse

 ⊲ The Life Aquatic with Steve Zissou

 ⊲ The Sound of Music

 ⊲ Trainspotting

 ⊲ Dirty Dancing

 ⊲ Moulin Rouge!

BACK TO THE CINEMA
BETH, 17

By the GYFF Young ProgrammersTOPTEN
MOVIE  
SOUNDTRACKS



All Behind the Scenes events 
are free and take place at GFT. 
Prior booking is advised. You 
must be 15 or over to attend.
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BREAKING INTO THE 
INDUSTRY WITH BECTU 
10.30-11.30 
A panel event with representatives from 
BECTU, the union for creatives. People in 
the early stages of their careers, in a variety 
of roles, will discuss how they broke into 
the industry, including the challenges and 
triumphs of becoming successful in film. 

SATURDAY 18 SEPTEMBER

DAY IN THE LIFE OF A 
DIRECTOR, WITH ABID 
KHAN 
12.00-13.00 
Director Abid Khan of GYFF film Granada 
Nights, will share the ins and outs of 
his daily life as a filmmaker, including 
information on his creative process and 
inspirations. Abid will share insights into his 
style of cinematography and its relevance to 
his film’s messages. 

Present your ticket from this event to GFT 
Box Office for a discounted ticket for Abid 
Khan’s film Granada Nights at 6pm on 
Saturday 18 September at Glasgow Film 
Theatre.

SHORT CIRCUIT: HOW TO 
BUILD YOUR NETWORK 
13.30-14.30
A strong network is essential for anyone 
aiming to work in film. During this panel, 
a range of professionals working in the 
Scottish film industry will share their 
insights on how to network efficiently and 
effectively. 

BEHIND
SCENEST H E

I N  ASSOC IAT ION  W I TH  BF I  F I LM  ACADEMY  LABS



FASHIONING WICKED 
WOMEN: COSTUMES ON 
SCREEN WITH CASCI 
RITCHIE
10.30-11.30
Inspired by GYFF’s cult film, Death 
Becomes Her, fashion and film expert, 
Casci Ritchie, will take the audience 
through the film’s lasting influence with a 
selection of costume case studies, exploring 
how a range of villainous icons have 
impacted the world of fashion. Casci will 
offer a deep dive into a range of cinematic 
characters with killer fashion, while also 
sharing how she got to where she is today 
in her professional and academic career.

BFI FILM ACADEMY 
LABS - FROM DREAM 
TO REALITY: BRINGING 
YOUR SHORT FILM IDEAS 
TO LIFE 
12.00-13.00
The successful BFI Film Academy Labs is 
on tour to GYFF 2021. BFI resident script 
doctors, Theresa Boden and Gabriella 
Apicella, talk you through the steps needed 
to develop your short film from dream  
to reality. 

MAKE FILM HISTORY 
13.30-14.30
How can you use archival film to inspire and 
inform new stories? The Make Film History 
project makes archive films from the BBC, 
BFI National Archive, Irish Film Institute 
and Northern Ireland Screen available for 
educational use by young filmmakers. This 
event will demonstrate the adventurous 
potential of archive footage to develop fresh 
work, and will provide crucial insight from 
filmmakers, curators and the Make Film 
History team, all of whom are experienced in 
working with archival footage.

DOCUMENTARY 
FILMMAKING WITH 
DUNCAN COWLES 
15.00-16.15
Award-winning documentary and short 
filmmaker Duncan Cowles brings his 
innovative and interactive workshop to GYFF 
2021. The workshop will involve the audience 
contributing themes, questions and topics 
for a completely one-of-a-kind documentary 
that will be created live in an hour. 

BEHIND THE SCENES
CONTINUED
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SUNDAY 19 SEPTEMBER

Behind the Scenes is supported by:



In return for your regular commitment you’ll build up lots of 
different skills which will provide an excellent addition to your CV. 
You’ll get to see behind the scenes of Glasgow Film Theatre, meet 
the team and work with other like-minded young people. 

COULD YOU BE 
A GYFF YOUNG 
PROGRAMMER?

EVERY YEAR, GLASGOW FILM THEATRE INVITES A GROUP OF YOUNG PEOPLE 

THROUGH ITS DOORS TO PROGRAMME GLASGOW YOUTH FILM FESTIVAL. 

Apply now at glasgowfilm.org/learning-and-youth-opportunities 

No work  
experience is 

necessary but an 
interest in films is 

essential! 

15-25 
CARD 

Get £6 tickets and a free 
screening a month! 

Join our FREE 15-25 membership and get standard GFT tickets for just £6! You’ll also earn 
loyalty points for every pound you spend on cinema tickets and get special offers by email.

Each month our GFT Youth Board will select a film that you will get to see for free! To apply 
simply fill in and return the 15-25 Card form available at glasgowfilm.org/15-25 to GFT Box 
Office, and we’ll have your card ready to collect within five working days.

11GLASGOW YOUTH FILM FESTIVAL 2021
17-19 SEPTEMBER

YOUTH
S C R E E N I N G S

Our free Youth Screenings 
are supported by 

Glasgow Youth Film Festival 
is supported by the Glasgow 
Film Education Team. 
We run programmes of 
screenings, events and 
workshops for ages 5-25. 

Find us at 

@glasgowfilmedu or 
glasgowfilm.org/learning-and-youth-opportunities

http://www.glasgowfilm.org/learning-and-youth-opportunities 
http://www.glasgowfilm.org/15-25
http://www.glasgowfilm.org/learning-and-youth-opportunities


Glasgow Film Theatre is a charity registered in Scotland No. SC005932


