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Welcome to Glasgow Youth Film 
Festival Presents! This year would have 
been the 12th year of the film festival that 
is run by and for young people but, as 
with most big events this year, our Youth 
Board team had to get creative to work 
around the road bumps and restrictions 
caused by Covid-19.  

Our Youth Board has risen to the 
challenge brilliantly, selecting a mixture 
of new releases and classic films for you 

to enjoy over the weekend of 18 to 20 
September, as well as working to create 
this brochure which celebrates Glasgow 
Youth Film Festival and the screenings, 
events and people that make it so special. 
 
We hope you enjoy being back with us 
at GYFF and in GFT, and don’t forget to 
fill in your application to be part of next 
year’s festival!

Allison Gardner, CEO of Glasgow Film

Glasgow Youth Film Festival (GYFF) 
is one of the most innovative film 
festivals in Europe because it is 
programmed by young people for 
young people, and really reflects the 
interests, ambitions, dreams and realities 
of growing up in Glasgow. People of 
all ages work together to present an 
outstanding selection of international 
films and enhanced resources, which 
support learning about the film industry. 
This can boost the love of film as well 

as improve understanding of potential 
careers in film making, and the 
unmeasurable amount of occupations 
within the creative industry sector. 
GYFF is a significant channel, which 
focuses attention on emerging talent and 
harnesses the vibrancy and enthusiasm 
of local young people, as a springboard 
to lifelong development of skills and film 
appreciation.

Abigail Kinsella, GFT Board Member

With thanks to our funders and partners 
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ROCKS (12A)

Friday 18 September (20.00)

Rocks (Bukky Bakray) is a London teenager 
whose life is radically altered when she is left 
on her own with a little brother who needs her. 
Fearing they will be separated, she decides 
to step up to the situation with the help of her 
friends. Rocks is a film about the joy, resilience 
and spirit of girlhood.

With Recorded Q&A.

DONNIE DARKO (15)

Friday 18 September (23.00)

This quintessential cult classic made a mega-
star of lead Jake Gyllenhaal. Donnie Darko is a 
young high-school outcast who is struggling to 
seek the meaning behind his doomsday-related 
visions. Prepare yourself for a journey through 
time and space with Frank the Rabbit – just don’t 
question your commitment to Sparkle Motion.

Preview Screening

MISS JUNETEENTH (15)  
Saturday 19 September (20.20)

Turquoise Jones is a single mum and a bona 
fide beauty queen — she was once crowned 
Miss Juneteenth, a title commemorating the day 
enslaved people in Texas were freed, two years 
after the Emancipation Proclamation. Life didn’t 
turn out as beautifully as the title promised, but 
Turquoise, determined to right her wrongs, is 
cultivating her daughter, Kai, to become Miss 
Juneteenth, even if Kai wants something else.

BACK TO THE FUTURE (PG)  
Sunday 20 September (16.15)

The Oscar-winning sci-fi classic sees 17-year-
old Marty McFly accidentally travel 30 years 
into the past in a nuclear-powered DeLorean 
car devised by maverick scientist Doc Brown. 
Stranded, he inadvertently interferes with the 
budding romance of his teenage parents, putting 
his entire existence in jeopardy. GYFF invites 
you to experience one of the all-time classic 
family adventures, back on the big screen.

NEW RELEASES
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BACK TO THE FUTURE  
ISOBEL

It’s been 35 years since Back to the Future was 
released and to this day it remains one of the 
most influential films of the 1980s.

With an iconic soundtrack, style and 
script, Back to the Future is one of the most 
recognisable and well-known films of the last 
century, with twists and turns to entertain the 
whole family. 

Doc and Marty manage to make even the 
strangest of circumstances seem not as bad as 
they could be. Both of them, and the ensemble 
that surrounds them, make us believe in 
ourselves during a time we really need it. As 
Doc himself said, ‘If you put your mind to it, 
you can accomplish anything’ - and coming 
from a man who built a time machine, I think 
we should believe him.

DONNIE DARKO  
SEYMA

Donnie Darko is a dark voyage into an 
adolescent’s twisted world. There is time 
travel, alternate universes, wonders of 
reality, fear versus love, faith versus free will 
conflicts, and an incredible monologue about 
Smurfs, so tune in.

This movie feels like a sleep paralysis; it’s 
dreamy, blurry and confusing but at the end 
of it, it changes your state of mind.
It has the most iconic cast of all-time 
including Jake and Maggie Gyllenhaal, 

Jena Malone, Drew Barrymore and Patrick 
Swayze. Also, did we just see Seth Rogen 
and Ashley Tisdale or was that a part of the 
dreamy experience too?

The characters may seem cold on the surface 
however they all are special in their own 
ways, they are different and stay true to 
themselves. And also, being much more of 
a moody emo than the other guys, Donnie 
Darko becomes the perfect game changer and 
a superhero.

MISS JUNETEENTH  
KASEY

Miss Juneteenth is Channing Godfrey 
Peoples’s heartfelt feature debut that gives 
us a fresh perspective into the familiar 
yet complex relationship between an 
overbearing mother and her carefree teenage 
daughter.

Ultimately Miss Juneteenth is a film that 
celebrates achievement, whether that be big 
or small. This is not simply another film that 
examines the struggles of becoming number 
one. Turquoise and Kai are never painted as 
losers within the eyes of the film, even when 
other characters or the situation may suggest 
this. 

The story of a struggling mother living in 
a world that often reminds her of who she 
could have been, isn’t one that asks for your 
sympathy but demands that you listen. Miss 
Juneteenth is a lovingly-made drama that 
takes a unique spin on pageantry, celebrating 
more than just beauty.

REVIEWS
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THE SCORE OF DONNIE DARKO
ALEX
Donnie Darko is a cult classic. A delectably 
dark and comically surreal take on time travel 
and adolescence. Many may point out the 
film’s use of theme, perhaps its unique pacing 
or controversial ending as factors that made it 
effective, but the score seems to be overlooked.

Let's take the first encounter with Frank. We 
begin with a shot of Donnie's father watching 
television as the grandfather clock strikes 
midnight, jarringly coming to a close as we 
hear the words, ‘Wake up.’ This is where an 
almost ambient, low hum begins. It slowly 
ignites a sense of dread in the viewer, the tone 
becoming more intense, almost like the wind 
blowing from outside as a child cowers in his 
bed.

Donnie begins to sleepwalk, and we hear the 
words, ‘I’ve been watching you.’ The tones 

seem to wrap around his words, almost like 
reality itself is being manipulated (a common 
theme for the film). As Donnie reaches the 
kitchen, the tones become higher in pitch, 
almost like whistling, still deeply sinister. We 
then are treated to a wonderful crescendo as 
Donnie approaches Frank, seeming to pick up 
in both intensity and distortion as he talks. The 
same technique is employed as the camera 
jumps between Donnie and Frank: when on 
Donnie, the tones are much less intense, and 
we can hear crickets and other ambient sound 
around him, as if Donnie remains somewhat 
in reality.

Finally, as the iconic line about the date of the 
world’s end is delivered, the music reaches an 
ethereal crescendo, before suddenly being cut 
out by TV static.

1    Stand By Me (1986)
2    Spirited Away (2001)
3     Lady Bird (2017)
4     But I'm a Cheerleader (1999)
5      Booksmart (2019)

ARTICLES
GYFF Presents

6     10 Things I Hate About You (1999)
7     Me, Earl and the Dying Girl (2015)
8     Ferris Bueller's Day Off  (1986)
9     The Miseducation of Cameron Post (2018)

10     Easy A (2010)

TOP 10 COMING  
OF AGE FILMS
Chosen by the GYFF Youth Board
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Memories
GYFF

Ylva Theldin  
Actress, Phoenix

This fall I had a pleasant trip to Glasgow 
Youth Film Festival.

I was introduced to a wonderful project 
and hardworking people who were 
very friendly and welcoming. I am very 
thankful for getting to be a part of this and 
representing Phoenix with Camilla Strøm 
Henriksen.

Fin Bain
GYFF Young Programmer and GFF 
Young Selector

GYFF was a great way to meet other people 
who are equally as obsessed with film, 
and to see things you definitely wouldn’t 
ordinarily. 

Working for the Youth Festival was perfect for 
transitioning into becoming a Young Selector.  
You gain experience working in larger groups 
and are given the freedom to learn with your 
own smaller events. In many ways, it primes 
your anticipation about the possibility of 
working for the main festival one day.

of
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Alan McDonald
Writer, Anna and the Apocalypse

The GYFF careers day was a massive 
highlight of 2019 for me. 

Witnessing the enthusiasm and engagement 
of the young people who attended confirmed 
that we have an abundance of young talent in 
Scotland who can find success in the screen 
industry worldwide. It’s important as we 
move forward from the events of this year that 
we keep encouraging and supporting them, 
and doing everything we can to give them 
the resources they’ll need - because, after all, 
they are going to tell all of tomorrow’s most 
important and entertaining stories.

Marilyn Edmond  
Director, Connect

This is a hard industry to get 
into and to understand. 

It is important to have events such 
as Glasgow Youth Film Festival to 
give young people some guidance 
and inspire them to pursue a career 
in the mad world of TV and Film.

Marilyn took part in our ‘Day In A 
Director’s Life’ event with support 
from BAFTA Scotland

Jack Goessons  
Short Filmmaker

I attended GYFF last year to speak on a panel about 
my experience working in post-production and to 
screen my short film Bouba & Kiki. 

It’s so important to get advice that’s current and 
relevant from people who are only a few years ahead of 
you and it’s amazing that GYFF provides young people 
with these opportunities. It was a great joy to talk to 
aspiring filmmakers in Scotland and their enthusiasm 
was really infectious. As a filmmaker myself it’s 
invaluable to see your own work on the big screen and I 
loved seeing my film in my favourite cinema, the GFT.
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Join our free 15-25 Card scheme and get standard GFT tickets for just £6! You’ll also 
earn loyalty points for every pound you spend on cinema tickets and get special 
offers by email.

To apply, simply fill in and return the 15-25 Card form available at  
glasgowfilm.org/15-25 to the GFT Box Office and we’ll have your  
card ready to collect from GFT Box Office within five working days.

Get £6 tickets

Could you be a
GYFF Young Programmer?

Every year Glasgow Film Theatre invites a group of young people 
through its doors to programme Glasgow Youth Film Festival.

No experience of working with film is necessary. However, an interest in films is essential. 

In return for your regular commitment, you’ll build up lots of different skills which will provide 
an excellent addition to your CV!

Apply now at  
glasgowfilm.org/glasgow-youth-film-festival/about

15-25 Card


