
ANOTHER  
ROUND (15)
GENRE: DRAMA  |  DIRECTOR: THOMAS VINTERBERG  |  STARRING: MADS MIKKELSEN, THOMAS BO LARSEN, MAGNUS 
MILLANG, LARS RANTHE RUN TIME  |  DURATION: 117 MINUTES   |  LANGUAGE: DANISH 

Since bursting onto the international film scene 
with his acclaimed debut Festen (The Celebration), 
Danish director Thomas Vinterberg has dabbled 
with apocalyptic Science-Fiction (It’s All About 
Love), British period dramas (Far from The Madding 
Crowd) and home-grown Danish dramas (The Hunt). 
Another Round, the filmmaker’s latest venture has 
been bestowed with prizes and acclaim, including the 
much-coveted Oscar for Best International Feature. 
At first sight, the film might look like an unbridled 
celebration of alcohol, but those who dare to look 
deeper beneath the film’s frothy beer top will discover 
a poignant portrait of men combatting their mid-life 
crises one beer at a time and thereby rediscovering 
what it is worth living for. Skol!  

A shroud of melancholy hovers over Another Round, as a 
group of jaded high school teachers discover the work of 
Norwegian psychiatrist Finn Skårderud, who theorized that 
humans are born with a blood alcohol content that’s 0.05 
percent too low. Agreeing to put Skårderud’s theory to the 
test, the four men decide to partake in an experiment in 
which they’ll try to uphold a state of constant inebriation. 
After an initial rush of rekindled energy, the men soon start 
to break their own rules and before someone can shout 
‘bottoms up’, consequences ensue.  

A less talented filmmaker would have undoubtedly mined 
the idea of constant drunken stupor as a source for 
either comedy hijinks or a finger wagging reprimand, but 
Vinterberg and co-writer Tobias Lindholm manage to find 
the good, the bad and the ugly of alcohol consumption, 

celebrating the rose-coloured candour of tipsiness, whilst 
also being aware of its dark ruining effects, slowly lurking 
behind the facade. For Vinterberg, the project became 
far more personal when his daughter lost her life one 
week into filming (19-year-old Ida died in a car accident 
in Belgium). Ida’s stories about the drinking habits of 
the Danish youth had formed the inspiration for the 
screenplay, so Vinterberg proceeded with the film as both 
an affecting tribute to their bond and a celebration of her 
spirit. In interviews the director claimed the event wildly 
affected the film and that it changed the film from more 
than just a funny alcoholic story. It had to be about being 
alive as opposed to merely existing, as if a new sense of 
urgency had snuck in from an unexpected corner.  

It’s the film’s sense of joie-de-vivre that struck a chord 
with audiences and critics alike. The film’s biggest charm 
is its quartet of leading men, with the chiselled features 
of Mads Mikkelsen featuring prominently on the film’s 
marketing materials. Lego and Carlsberg aside, Mikkelsen 
is probably one of Denmark’s most recognizable exports, 
successfully alternating Hollywood fare (Marvel, Star Wars 
and the upcoming Indiana Jones film) with more personal 
Danish projects. With Another Round, the actor finally 
manages to tap into his background as a trained ballet 
dancer, infusing his performance with physical vigour  
and energy. 

After more than a yearlong hiatus, Another Round is the 
perfect film to kick off the summer film season in your 
favourite independent cinema. Bottoms up!  
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DID YOU KNOW?

After Another Round managed to win the Oscar 
for Best International Film it didn’t take long 
before Hollywood ordered erm… another round. 
The English remake rights have been acquired 
after an auction, with the film being developed 
as a potential star vehicle for non-other than 
Leonardo DiCaprio.  

DID YOU KNOW?

Denmark has some of the highest rates of 
teenage drinking in the world; a report released 
by the World Health Organisation found that 
Danish 15-year-olds consumed alcohol at nearly 
double the European average. Recent efforts to 
raise the minimum age for purchasing alcohol 
to 18 from 16 have met with resistance, in part 
because older adults recall their own youthful 
intoxications so fondly.

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING YOUR LOCAL CINEMA
This screening is part of a UK-wide initiative led by the BFI Film 

Audience Network that aims to bring a wider range  
of independent films to more people across the country. 

Please take a few minutes to feedback on your experience. 
This will help us improve future events and understand the types  

of films you would like to see more of at this cinema.
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